
HUNTINGDONSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
 
 MINUTES of the meeting of the TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS 

SUB-GROUP held in the Chief Executive's Meeting Room, Castle Hill 
House, High Street, Huntingdon, PE29 3TN on Monday, 23 
November 2009. 

   
 PRESENT: Councillors D B Dew, P G Mitchell, C J 

Stephens and G S E Thorpe.   
   
 APOLOGY: An apology for absence from the meeting 

was submitted on behalf of Councillor P K 
Ursell. 

   
 IN ATTENDANCE:  Councillor P L E Bucknell. 
 
 
1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN   

 
 RESOLVED 

 
 that Councillor P G Mitchell be elected Chairman of the Sub-

Group for the remainder of the Municipal Year. 
  
 
 

2. MINUTES   
 

 The Minutes of the meeting of the Sub-Group held on 6th November 
2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

3. APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIRMAN   
 

 RESOLVED 
 
 that a Vice-Chairman of the Sub-Group be appointed as and 

when necessary to do so. 
 

4. MEMBERS' INTERESTS   
 

 No declarations were received. 
 

5. TERMS OF REFERENCE AND METHOD OF OPERATION   
 

 Having been reminded of their terms of reference and method of 
operation (a copy of which is appended in the Minute Book) Members 
 
RESOLVED 
 
 that the terms of reference and method of operation for the 

Sub-Group be noted. 
 

6. OBJECTION TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER L/TPO/269- 
VALIANT SQUARE, UPWOOD ROAD - BURY   

 



 (Councillor P L E Bucknell, Ward Councillor, addressed the Sub-
Group on the Item).   
 
A report by the Planning Service Manager (Policy) was submitted (a 
copy of which is appended in the Minute Book) regarding an objection 
received to a tree preservation order which had been made to protect 
existing trees of varying species on the site of the former RAF married 
quarters estate, Upwood Road, Bury.  A letter received from "the 
Landscape Partnership", agents, for the owners of the site, was 
circulated at the meeting and time given by the Chairman to allow 
Members to familiarise themselves with the content. 
 
The Arboricultural Officer proceeded to introduce the report and 
explained that the former estate was located within a spacious open 
landscape of mature trees which had previously been well managed 
by the USAF.  He observed that, since the sale of the land by the 
Ministry of Defence, the site had not been maintained as well. 
 
Concern about the potential threat to trees arose during discussions 
on proposed development of the site.  Although it had been noted that 
it was the intention to retain trees within the new development and to 
complement the existing trees with new landscaping, it was 
contended that the several dwellings proposed would cause 
unacceptable harm to trees during building works and create an 
unsatisfactory relationship, in terms of distance, between the 
proposed development and existing trees.  It was confirmed that 
those trees not suitable for protection had been omitted from the 
Order.  The Arboricultural Officer responded to the representations 
made by reference to paragraphs 5.1 and 5.6 of the report now 
submitted. 
 
As Ward Councillor, Councillor Bucknell indicated his support for the 
proposed confirmation of the Order.  In particular, he drew attention to 
the rural nature of Bury and the importance of maintaining the rural 
appearance and character of the site.  Whereupon, it was 
 
RESOLVED 
 
 that Tree Preservation Order L/TPO/269 relating to Valiant 

Square, Upwood, Upwood Road, Bury be confirmed with 
modifications. 

 
7. OBJECTION TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER L/TPO/266 - 43 - 

45 OUNDLE ROAD, CHESTERTON   
 

 By way of a report by the Planning Service Manager (Policy) (a copy 
of which is appended in the Minute Book) the Sub-Group was 
acquainted with an objection received to the making of a Tree 
Preservation Order to protect a maturing walnut on the frontage of an 
area of land between 43 - 45 Oundle Road, Chesterton. 
 
It was explained that outline planning permission had been granted 
for the erection of a dwelling on the site and whilst early plans had 
suggested the retention of the walnut tree, it had become clear during 
discussions on the design and construction of an access for the 
dwelling that potentially the tree might be threatened.   Accordingly, a 
Tree Preservation Order was made to ensure the protection of the 



tree following an assessment by Officers in June 2009.  
 
Having regard to the objection received, the Arboricultural Officer 
confirmed that the tree was not unstable, did not prevent a danger to 
the highway, was generally in good condition and was considered to 
be of sufficient amenity value to merit protection.  Whereupon, it was  
 
RESOLVED  
 
 that Tree Preservation Order L/TPO/266 relating to a 

maturing walnut on land between 43 - 45 Oundle Road, 
Chesterton be confirmed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairman 
 
 


